academic symposium on the key issues facing the field of ethnicity at that time, with contributions from Craig Calhoun, Nira Yuval-Davis, T.K. Oommen, Rogers Brubaker, Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Roger Waldinger and Will Kymlicka. Ethnicities was also one of the first journals to offer an editorial (2(1)) and an academic symposium on the reasons for, and potential consequences of, the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on the USA (2(2)), with the latter including contributions from Mahmood Mamdani, Mohammad Waseem, Ruth RubioMarı´n, Barnor Hesse, Ien Ang and the late Iris Marion Young.
Given the significant juncture that we have reached, it seemed appropriate to offer another Invited Symposium in this issue, exploring the key challenges facing the field of ethnicity in this new decade, with contributions from Will Kymlicka, Steve Fenton, Thomas Hylland Eriksen, Stephen Castles and Ien Ang. Their commentary is framed inevitably against a backdrop of the long, continuing shadow of 9/11 and its consequences. These include a burgeoning, increasingly visceral, Islamophobia, the re-emergence of the Far Right and associated anti-immigration movements, particularly in Europe, and a related retrenchment of multiculturalism as public policy in many states in favour of 'integration' (read: assimilation). All this, when migration, diaspora, transnationalism and globalization continue also to increase exponentially, challenging the attempts of nation states to solidify, Canute-like, their existing (albeit, constructed) sociohistorical, sociocultural, ethnic hierarchies and boundaries, along with related notions of citizenship.
Much has changed in the last decade in relation to debates about ethnicity, nationalism, multiculturalism and minority rights -in public policy and academic analysis -inevitably, in ways we were not always able to anticipate. In the next 10 years, we look forward in Ethnicities to continuing to chart, critique and, where necessary, deconstruct these developments, along with their wide-ranging social and political implications.
